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By Kris Wieber

een Bomgeson represents a unigue niche in the awards

and engraving market. Between awards and gifis for

anniversaries, birthdays and great achievemenis she ore-

ates a one-ofa-kind link with fine art. Her awards and presentation pieces are
all works of an and have been responsible for tears of joy and ear-to-ear grins

o ghant celebrities and giants of the media industry alike,

3

ARTISTIC AND BUSIMESS BEGINNINGS

Mo Ams is Elleen Borgeson's companmg
appropriately named afier the great lalian
parirons of the ans. |1 & plso the oomgunmy
resporsible forthe Muse, an avard oeaied for
il given wway bee Proanas, S Crons, who
alsey prowduces variows other mwarnds you meny
b famniliar with, such as the Oscar and the
Emmy, produced the Muse, Promax s a
worldwide organization that awards media
professdonals responsible i pan for sody
shyirwes as Setnfeldd, Ooprad, and muary o,

sorgeson has been dodng mands of some
st for crver Dwenity years, bai her fieres in
ant, s el Gar Dseyoauc thas.

*I was young, grammar school xpe,” sans
the arttst of her beginnings.

Alrheomgih nettler of hey parenes ane anbas,
they wene alweans very suppostive of her, Bleen
sanbes that, My bom would e dthings,
ardd thwein e wotilld shov me and 1 would
take over. | was always doing something,
Fronmmy e tiime | wae very small,*

And it s been something that she has
done all her lie—and done very well In her
rweemty=plas yean in e business, Bongeson
has co-onwmed and operated a few dilTenam
companies Crystal Haze Designa, and
Diarmsangd Arts and Meclics Arts, er own
CUrTenl prraject,

A it iowigh this compamy; with appros:
imately 2,500 5. (oot on twe Mencdocino
Cioaas in nwsrthem Calbfomaa, that Bopeson
plans o make a big impact on the awands
industry, She iy cumently working ol a
plan 1o dismribute a vataton af dhe Mmse
[there are currenthy five in the serie) o
retail aweard shops

COMMISIONED CREATIONS

Bomgeson hos been conmimassioned o do
awands anad presemtation picces for a wide
array of prominent people and oaganiza-
fiona: KL Hing.. Eliton fohn, Aerosmiih,
Ronald Reagan, Pz Prebeng, Chaick Jomes,
Ete, the Dalai Lama, Warmer Bros, MO,
Ulnviversal, Dlnidesd '|.\-‘.=|:|.'. Fox, World Film
Imstituite, Towota, the limni Hendrix Estae, the
kahin Lennon Estabe s the San Francsoo
Ceianis. Acvonding to the report o Borgeson,
when LR King received his pwvanl, “tears
e o bes cyes”

The gaitar iwwand oommissionsd by Vanon
of MCA Reoords and given o BR King is
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dllssy aanee all e mvore mwerwaralile puesjoos
Fileen has beer commissioned 1o do.

“Thaa was a real creative challenge with
the coapcept, ommibng up with his guisa,
Lunctlbe. e v gerean. b e cmumiAssicensd by
SOA and Universal and really given carte
lalaanch: By thiem o cvemte soancthing thae
wiertl Il bee really rich and dymanmie for him,”

Elhaen also lists the Dalal Lama plece
and il JEmil Henciis plece as menorabbe
projects, She says the Hugh Hefner
Taimlmaing was also amusing.

“li weas actusadby commian kabomed by sevenil
of his chosest assockaes, who wene all pan of
il Mlnboer mansioa. 1 was one of lis ghi-
frbcnds, at than panicular e and 1 was
alvde po direct aine of the photographens. | had
a wide array of visuals o wodk from inpant-
ki L liwles a plass, canvdngs her solupiuis
image, That was fun and ineeresaing, and |
gol invited for dimner and a e at the
Playism Mansion.”

Another combcl commission Hospesan
il was fowr Former President Ronald Reagan.
“I'hie Rorsilid Reagan plass jelbbian pas wis
a funny o, Thay were eiched jellybean jars
ihiat were givaen tovall the visating digmiearies
e loved jeliyvhenns, Jelly Bellios He was e
jelivbean Mresidens.”

Duirang his e, Proisden) Beagan g
preseniatbon picoes. af pbdbeins in fanm, sl
Eileen's company etched them. She had an
incredibly detadl e versson of the sl o e
President of the Unvited Stapes of America,
createdd befoee the adhesive-badk stencils that
everybody uses in the i|||;[||!.lr_|.- LomiBay.
Hompeson used a very thin metal stencl that
she etched with photo-acad, The seal of the
Presicdent of the Linited Stabes of Americ is
about an inch and a halfl in diameter, and
Borgesom e hadiec] every bt of detail—the E-
it L brmnn, the cigghit stars, and thee wangs
of the eaghe holding the amows—all of it

Remarkably, comiberimg all of the com-
missbons shie hus had, Eileen hos never done
miich achenising Her amwork seems o have
e its v sboetising

“We woasld have stories that would be
written about us and word just seemed to
sl M done so it e serios sbventising
| o rermwernhser ea kg presenitations, but i
wers mastly upon requeest you know, “We
want somathimg, wihat can you dio for wsi™

{dne project was a very special gift to
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the elder of a very large family, It was a gift for an 83-vear-old
man's birthday.

T cxende ithe |!iﬂ.'r. Eilewem bisrke] al samee [!il.'ll.lﬂ.'\-l:l"lil'll amdl luix
wie, who had passed awsny seven yeans earlier.

"I dish & composite drwing of them at the privne of their Tves and
ereated a present from the wholbe Gimily, This gy had 52 childinen,
prandchikdren and great grandchildren. Every signature of every
member of that Bimily was coned inglass®

Falewm alidd o T 4.1ra1.'|.i|:|;|.|,|:rl thiem and sl § transdatedd sor il woas
in mised Black glass. ™1 includied all of the handprims of the bahics
and carvesd them imothe ghos, You can imagine him getting this This
isoverybody disoended from him and whas they'te married e, By
signae wis perscialized in glass, which means it will kst foea thoe-
sandd years al least, unless somchody beeabs L 1t will be part of tha
family Froan now an,”

ERTE

A gread influence on Bleen, and a gread artist himsell, was the
late Erte. Bowgeson worked with Ene the last seven years of his life,
Hee lived b be 97

According to Borgeson, Ene, who is considered o be the father
of moskern an deco, was very Tamious for his Gshion designs

“Hee aliel thsee Beautifil, whirmsboal, esotic fermales, Dworked with
b inperpreting them i illuminaged, caned, optical onpstal.” sans
Borgesan, speaking of her collabomtion with the Ganvous anise

Aarareling 1o Hewpeson, P, “Alwans [eb chai | idealiaed his work
He loved the way the images fMloaved on glass. He loved new
mdiums and was always reocpiive (o somcthing new, He was
quiite & chares”

In speaking abour the influence of e, Borgoson sakd that his
tnfluence definbely camie through [n her own designs. Althaagh,
s aclinies, ber work befone Ene had a Kisd of sleek deco Geeling

I benve that cra of anisic histon: ™ says Borgeson,

THE MUSE

The Suse i an award given by Promo, & nods-peoiit ongsization
whinie members recogniee the best in e elearonic media. For
instance, they give ool swands 1o whoewer does the best advertising for
ER, Fraser or Oprah for the best TV programa. Whether ifs a TV spot
o i bl boand or a media package—thwne are different categones—the
s et ) D

Somi of the companbes that beloag 1o Promas are CRS, SNEC
and Fox. Originally cilled BFME, the organization has grown
from s sminll stam o include sivty nations and holds several
award shows o dwide.

However, Proanax hasint alwiys gren the Muse as their award. A
o et they hasd a plastle sward, Jeff Allen, a pionwer in the hiokog-
raphy field, has worked with Eibeen for yemrs and says that, =1 was
stk wilth thern, talking b doing a whole holegraphic insal-
lantiony fiow e of thedr conferences, and Eileen wis nunning around their
oiffioe and saw their award and said. “What are you doing giving this
ihing mviyt You guys meed o uperede your imape™

Fibeom continues the sony, “Iuwes this remible lioke rectangular péece
of chear plastic with a linke simubated, (oating medallion in the
mikddle, with a black plastic base, 1 sadd, ‘Comee on, guys”

AL that potmi, Eileen was doing a lot of carved glass awarnds sl
upgraded them inio a cast ghiss carving of their medallion. That was
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Tha “Peaple’s Muse Award™. It is this oward Borgeson (s considering
olfering te awards refallers to give o anyone rasponiible far
oeeamplishmenis.

it first upprache; then shie weil Froin bvwer-enid bases 1o higher-grade
marhle b, Mo, Fileen got themn into higher-grade materials, sach
a onpaticl crystaal, oo thene, Eileen jumiped it the Muse soulplunes

“Cinee | finkhed the design an the soalplune, the president of
Prarmag at the tme, who ks mow president of ithe Emmys, loaoked m
it, and half poakangly said, “Well, this & clther gaing 1o make or
bareeak Presman”™

Since ten Eileer o done o serfes ol fve diffenent Muses, The Muse
ol Creativity s thee Mise of Inspieton are & couple. The first o
are now betng distrbeed woilihakle

Thee Mluse of Creathdty s baskeally made the same way as the
Uhscars; made by RS, Ohwens. The Promas aovand 5 cast in zine and
ihen plated with mickel. In an ongodng process, i0s platel with
coppen, brass, sihver, and then 24-car gobd. Each soulpiure goss
thnmegh a wery ditailed paocess that includes ot metal sculpting,
casting. polishing amd a very sophistcsed modd. The Muse of
Creativiey is a twielve-pan mald

RS Crweres thammgil 5t woes 5o beautifl that one pear ey acually
i i o e coveer il Thide eatalog insead of the Oscar.

HOLOGRAMS AND FUTURE AWARDS

As a creative aned pralific anist, Eileen always has dozens of
ideas for her work. Speaking of her ldeas of what the future of

awands will be, she salcl,
*Some of the most
imponant elements are
goling 1o be light, helog-
r.||:-'|'rg._ Kinriies, stmctaml
designs, now metale amd
using mult-media. Al of
Ty gy these things, | think, ane
going to be some of the
important points tha |
seonild like 1o see. and thim 1 would like o incorpomaie,”

Through her long-time working relationship with Jeff Alken, Eileo
R thee woslel comamuandty of hebographen. She sy that youdve peots
abdy alreadly seem some avwarcds whiere they use diffracion grading o
enhance awards— those rainbow sparkbes that vou see on a lotof o
phibs—ihat's holographic material. Bongeson sas that sinoe she has
become much more knowledpeablie abowt the whole holograpiic
inadusery, she hus coeased & few swands that incosporste 3-1 holograns

Ome soulpiure Eileen has areatind & called EanthRise, and t's a
fumuiristic city, up in space

ou see a holographic canh dsing up, and the canh iselfl s full of
codorn IS acedly a 30 hologram cncsed in gl Fvenually, sas
Basngesaan, we'll e able e put holopgraphie porais of the people who
are winnilng the awasds into the swasds. “Tocan be done now:, iUs jus
il b offered and we lonen’s sa Bup.”

“depw thart we're Inao the funere, the vwenity st ceniury,” sns
Borgeson, “ome of my makn fenses 18 golng to be creating awands with
funeristic disigns and with Anurksic materials in mind. That's seme-
thing | don't see inihe awards. | see a lotof eradidonal things. | wang
tix bicak beyond that barrker and get ineo somee of the newer materials,
espectally llogeaphy and cisglass, onystal sl metals.”

Hoeprson says that holoprapdyy s one of e most st advanos
in technobogy that skss In our sodaty.

Shor sy, “IUs imaght's B oneases ralnbows ancl ol Traobon of Tight. '
a mieium that excites people, from iy linke Kds o the elderdy,
becaise I's 50 unkgue avd diffienent,”

[ | mg ha
I'-u-uEnpim Eiloen s EarthRine,

ARTISTIC PSYCHOLOGIST

Heanve youi ever haxl a client that wanted something deey et didn’t
kncaw whian? Figuiring oul whal someone waints can bea challengs, and
it 15 the first Mep for Eleen's creathe procea

Borgeson stalcs, “Sometime, you gl somelsody who has a
whiobe concep aiwl a viskon In mind. The most fin s o @ke some
bady's viston and make it become a tangible realivy, Oiher thmes,
Il go in and have my bag af mcks wih 12 diflferent medimms
and maerials, and fust mix and match 1w show than some
thing. I'll do sketches or put metal, marbde and glass together to
wloy o tese uaterials can worlk togetlver, 1l show them dil-
ferent types ol Huminatlon==nean W0 Hber oplics o regular
light. I'll go as Far as it takes 1o get from them what they have in
thesr mimd, and oreate somnething uniguee, The more | can pall ol
af a client, the better. I'm almost like an aristic pachologise®

Boamgeson siates that she has to ask poople several questions to
Figuene ot exactly what it s they wani, She stodes that ie's ar] oo
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a kot of people 10 verhaliee what they wany,
and ofientimes they don't ko il iliey
see something, Obviously, visuals are
h‘npﬂl-‘lll‘ll..-il.l hl'lrﬂ'lﬂahl:' ior alivect 1liiceh
a ligtle bit, She says she iries 1o gel as masch
information about the pemon feceiving
the award as possible

Eileen says she also likes to give clienis
opiions of whai she can do for them,
because she understands that evenyone has
a busdget. She offers them an claboraie picoe
and a simpler plece.

"Usually we end up somewhere in
Isetwren.” says Borgeson.

Bowgeson cvesfits her ability 1o offer o suge
of price points to her “bag of tricks.*

1 have s0 mamy ricks.” says ihe anisi
"Peopbe call me o MacCyver, | have abvwearys goi
away 1o make it work, when we have 1o,

CREATIVE PROCESS

For Eleen, ihe orestive prooess is a long
o, el e oy journey dhinugh severall
dhifferend mediums and crafismien before com-
pihying wiith the ogginal piciure in her head.

“A shetch s alwna a good beginning
e, ” sanys Eileen. *1 abvenys will create dran-
i ane] shetches and then blose dherm up and
sl i A visaal, yvou kaow dee old adage,
a picture b wornh o thousand wornds, and
vt the quickest, roughest shesch ghoes some
bl o womorpi”

Froem the drrwing bosrd 1o cneadion, Elleen
sy that she dows. mvest of her prototyping in-
bz, bl only some of the pasdisobon.
Ileen explains thar she has relatbonships
with several alenied people she's worked
with erver the years, and & a *muasser coondi-
matoe” of their special aldlis.

Chi certain projeces Bosgeson will e
up to seven different people or compankes
working on a partioular piece. Vor instance,
on the B King presentation piece, she
had an acnlic company, a waterjet com-
pany; 4 computer pesson, and a stendll com-
pany. Other companies did the polishing
and sandblasting. She gets gold from
anoiher company, and puts the gold work
on with glue,

I'm a gloe master, a glue misiness”
states Borgeson.

A lot of what makes it possible for
Vileen 1o make her swands such hlgh-
quality picces is her ability 1o work with

different people. Over the years, she has
developed a tremendous resournte base,

Eileen sy shie kv where sl can g
anything done amd never fieels limited. Tha
confidence comes from an abundance of
knessdedge about several materiabs 1o sculpt
or cast in, and knowledge of many of the
diffewent types of glass and crystal anilable.

Suakes Eileen, “Class i oo of the lew
things | have been able to keep consistent.
| lorve plass, but | lowe it combined with
somiething else”

MATERIAL VERSATILITY

Wheen it comes (o materials, it would
s ot e conservative 1o ask Borgeson
what shie hasn't worked with, rather than
wivat materials she has, Eileen states that
her customers oy ave an ldea of wha
el they want Howeser, whether
they want their seulprure in glass, a com-
binathan of materials, o 30 [nage or a
Nat phece. i's o troulile for Eileen. She i
an extterely versatlle angsa.

Whienn asked what materials she has
worhked with, Borgeson paised, and then
saaiad, "1 dhon’t think there's 3 manerial that
I haven't .0 liven't worked with tia-
rntifi as innech as U Tk o, B | hae an
understanding of i e designed for hot
glics, Bl glass, casl glass, haven't done
pos iianch witls Fsed gliss et P wirked
in brase and copper. aluminwm, stainless
steel, and regular wd mild steel, sorlbos,
plastics, gquarry marble and graniie. onyx,
bt of difTenent kincds of wood —lwre wis
ot sy e et lad & hege amewin)
of materials in i1 aluminn, bias, black
glass, crysial, metal, mashle and walnu—
and then gthting, let's wee, Troan simple
light strips, to Miorescenis, 1o liber oo
I hawe some relly greal resotimoes for bea-
tiful wimall fiber ofics. Then there's coal
neon that exists pow, 10o.”

As il she waeren't diversilied enouigh,
Fileen actually looks for mmaiterfals ihal are
just being coeated to work inbo an arifil
sculphire, She has discovered tha Lawrence
Livermore Laboratonies has oreated a mate
rial that is supposcdly lighter than air.

Remarking on the material, Eileen
eays “I's a hard one 1o conceprualize.
Well keep vou updated with ithe evolu-
tion of that.”
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